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May 22, 2020 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  Council:  Tuesday, May 26, 20202 at 7:00 pm  

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports on ongoing projects.  In response to the 

Governor’s Executive Order 2020-91, the City has been working on our COVID-19 

Preparedness and Response Plan.  This plan will be available to the public on the website upon 

completion.  The plan consists of protocols to keep employees and visitors safe and covers 

procedures that will be mandatory for employees like the wearing of face masks, hand washing 

and cleaning.   The plan will also contain an employee health screening document that each 

employee will complete upon the start of their workday.  It also covers the protocol if one of 

our employees should become ill with COVID-19.   

 

The Neighborhood Enhancement Program (NEP) grant is going well.   All requests for 

estimates have been sent out and contractors are busy visiting the properties and preparing their 

estimates.   We look forward to starting these projects!  

 

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on 

projects across the city. Leaf and brush pick-

up resumed this week, street sweeping 

continues, the crew finished prepping the 

irrigation and planting pots on Commercial, 

and concreting the floor drain repair at the Fire 

Station.  With Memorial Day this coming 

Monday, flags were placed and beds groomed 

around the Veteran Memorial and Vet section 

of the cemetery.   

  

Lift-stations consumed quite a bit of time this 

week.  We continue to clean Sister Lakes stations, repaired an electronic component at C2, 

investigated water infiltration at B2 that overwhelmed the station, investigated an odor 

complaint at Indian Lake, and repaired a failed surge protector at the lift-station near Pizza Hut. 

  

 



With assistance from MEC, the electric crew replaced a pole near Jefferson and Cass Ave.,  

that was hit last weekend by a motorist, and restored power by closing a tripped fuse near 

Walnut.  The crew also started prep for a rebuild project on Hamilton St.  This will include 

replacing aged poles, opening the line clearance, and replacing three separate aged lines with   

a single combined triplex line.  All will improve service and maintainability in this area. 

  

With three bids received during last Friday’s opening, a recommendation to accept the low bid 

from Rieth-Riley Construction has been made for presentation to Council. 

  

Otherwise, we are coordinating the retirement of utility services at 411 Maple, 206 Ashland, 

and the former ICG building, all to be razed. 
 

The Town and Country Garden Club suited up in gardening 

gloves & masks and made their way through town bringing with 

them beautiful spring colors.   

 

Thank you for all you do for your community.                                                         

You brough springtime cheer at just the right time. 

  

City Clerk Patty Patano shares information from Lansing.                                                                                      

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson has announced that all Michigan 

voters will receive an absentee voting application in the mail.  The 

applications are also available online for download via Michigan.gov/Vote. 

 

This move will assist all voters who want to maintain social distancing and still vote in the 

August and November elections.  Voters completing applications will receive ballots by mail.   

Completed ballots are placed in special envelopes that are signed and signature matched.  The 

ballots can be mailed to the City Clerk or returned to City Hall.  City Hall in Dowagiac has a 

locked drop box that will allow voters to leave completed and sealed ballots in a safe and 

secure enclosure.   

 

In addition, voters can go to the state website and join the permanent absentee voter list, so 

they will always have the option to vote by mail.   

 

Residents of the City of Dowagiac may call the City Clerk, Patty Patano direct if they have any 

questions. (260) 783-2502. 

 

Memorial Day may seem different this year without a parade, ceremony, and festivities that 

have typically marked this day on our calendar. However, may the quietness of Memorial Day 

this year serve as our moment to respectfully remember the commitment and sacrifice that 

others have made on our behalf. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


